
Illinois’ GLBT media outlets 
and statewide organizations have 
weighed in with their candidate 
endorsements in the all-important 
primary election coming up on 
Tuesday, Feb. 2.

Openly-gay candidate Jacob 
Meister, challenging for the U.S. 
Senate seat being vacated by 
Sen. Roland Burris, received 
endorsements from the Stonewall 
Democrats of Illinois and Out & 
About Illinois. Meister also scored 

a perfect 100 on the candidate 
survey administered by the Windy 
City Times. Note:  Equality Illinois 
did not endorse candidates for 
federal offices.

The governor’s race appears 
to be as much a toss-up for 
the GLBT community as it does 
for the rest of the state. While 
Democratic challenger Dan 
Hynes received the nod from the 
Stonewall Democrats, Equality 
Illinois opted to not endorse 

neither Hynes nor Gov. Pat Quinn, 
who is running to keep his office. 
Both Hynes and Quinn received 
high scores on the Windy City 
Times candidate survey.

The lion’s share of 
endorsements was given to 
Democratic candidates, although 
State Sen. Dan Rutherford, 
Republican from Pontiac, received 
an endorsement from Equality 
Illinois in his campaign to become 
the next state treasurer.
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Scorecard
Governor
Pat Quinn (D) 13/14
Dan Hynes (D) X 14/14

U.S. Senate
Jacob Meister (D) X 18/18 X
Alexi Giannoulias (D) 18/18
David Hoffman (D) 18/18
Mark Kirk (R) 85%

Lt. Governor
Mike Boland (D) 13/14
Scott Lee Cohen (D) 13/14

Secretary of State
Jesse White (D) X

Attorney General
Lisa Madigan (D) X

Treasurer
Robin Kelly (D) X X 8/8
Justin Oberman (D) 8/8
Dan Rutherford (R) X
Scott Summers (G) 6/8

Comptroller
David Miller (D) X 5/8

15th Congressional 
District
David Gill (D) 17/18

Local woman reports discriminatory treatment 

NOTE:  Local resident Julia Wolfe contacted ACHR about an inciden t she experienced recently. 
We are pleased to print her description of the incident as well as h er letter to the business’s 
owner. We encourage Julia – and anyone who feels they h ave experienced discrimination – to 
contact the local human relations commissions to Þ le a complaint. It is through legal action that 
we can best help remedy these situations.

I come from a long line of angry activists, and I’m the last person you’d expect to respond calmly and 
rationally to discrimination. Lately, however, I’ve been increasingly uncomfortable with how I think and talk about 
people whose beliefs are different from mine. As a result, I’ve started to study non-violent communication. 
It’s made me think about Mandela, who’s one of my heroes. He treated his jailers with kindness - and his 
behavior made them doubt the propaganda they’d been fed. A recent unpleasant encounter with a local medical 
practitioner gave me a chance to start being the person I want to be.

Dear Dr. **********:

I won’t be returning to your office for treatment and I want to explain why.
I am pleased with the medical care I received. Your biomechanical exam was the most complete I’ve had. 

Thank you for your thoroughness and care. The quality of the care you provided made my decision not to 
return particularly difficult. The problem is that I no longer feel emotionally safe in your offices, because of a 
conversation I had last week with *****, the young man who provides ultrasound treatment. 

While working on my neck and shoulders, he and I talked about his plans to be a teacher and his current 
volunteer work teaching Sunday school in Sunnyside – both of which I am impressed by and commended him 
for. ***** then asked me if I attend church. I told him we had been attending the Unitarian Church because 
it is one of the only places we feel welcomed as a same-sex couple – and I added that I think it’s ridiculous 
that we don’t feel welcome at other churches. *****’s response was, “Well, if you believe in the Bible, it’s a 
problem.”

I told him I see it as a spirit-of-the-law rather than a letter-of-the-law thing. He asked what I meant, and I 
said, “God either loves us or he doesn’t. I didn’t choose to be the way I am (who would?) and I don’t believe 
God would have made me this way if he didn’t want me to be this way.” ***** said he has been given the 
choice about what behavior to engage in. I told him that I believe God loves me exactly as I am, to which he 
responded, “Well, there’s the concept of loving the sinner and hating the sin.” 

We were finished with my treatment and as I got up to leave I asked him if he’d chosen to be attracted to 
women. He said no, and I responded, “Neither did I.”

My heart hurt all the way home and I spent most of the evening on the phone with friends dealing with my 
pain and sadness. No one has ever had the nerve to call my relationship a sin to my face before.

As a business owner, you are no doubt aware that telling your patients that their behavior is sinful is a 
poor business practice. I have many friends in this community – some straight, some not, some Christian, 
some not. All of them will be appalled when I tell them this story – and I will tell all of them. The ones with 
whom I’ve already talked certainly have been disturbed by it.

I’m sure you are also cognizant as a healer that restoring health requires safe space. Making one of your 
patients feel hurt, judged, and unwelcome isn’t very conducive to healing. 

*****’s attitude also worries me for the students with whom he will interact. Suicide rates among gay and 
lesbian youth are much higher than in the general population. Will ***** respond in the same judgmental way 
when one of his students confides that he’s gay? Everyone deserves to feel supported and accepted for who 
they are.

My spouse and I are both active and productive members of this community. We’ve served on committees 
at our church, helped prepare meals for Home Sweet Home mission, volunteered for Habitat for Humanity, 
the Fuller Center, the McLean County Arts Center and the public radio station, among others. My spouse 
traveled three times to Mississippi, using her vacation time to help with rebuilding efforts following Katrina. 

Being in a loving, healthy relationship has made much of that possible, because being loved enables us 
to pass it on to others. I don’t know if you agree with *****’s views or not, but I hope not. I personally don’t 
believe that anything that brings more love into the world is wrong in God’s eyes.

I wish both you and ***** only love and joy.

Many blessings,
Julia Wolfe



ACHR plans for 2010

The Advocacy Council held a ½ day retreat in January 
to make plans for its 2010 roster of programs and 
events. A short list of that programming includes:

Educational program on GLBT adoption
Marriage equality forum
Transgender legal equality forum
Annual Family Reunion Picnic
First Fridays mixers at the Bistro
Central Illinois GLBT Film Festival (tentative title)

If you have ideas for programming or would like to get 
involved in the planning of these events please contact 
the Advocacy Council at info@achr-il.com.

AIDS Walk/5K Run May 15

The McLean County AIDS Task Force will sponsor its 
third annual AIDS Walk/5K Run on Saturday, May 15 at 
Tipton Park in Bloomington.

Look for more details in The Rainbow Connection and 
at the task force web site www.mcatf.org.

First Fridays at the Bistro returns!

The First Fridays mixers at the Bistro, 316 N. Main St. 
in downtown Bloomington, return in 2010 with the first 
edition on Friday, Feb. 5.

The fun begins at 5 p.m. with a variety of finger foods 

and appetizers provided by the ISU Triangle Association. 
Triangle is the university’s GLBT employee organization.

The First Fridays promotions are a joint effort involving 
the Bistro and local organizations including the Advocacy 
Council for Human Rights; ISU Triangle Association; 
McLean County AIDS Task Force; Maggi Pratt State 
Farm Insurance Agency; and PRIDE – a State Farm 
ERG..

For more information about First Fridays contact the 
Advocacy Council at info@achr-il.com.

Halvorson event raises 
more than $1,800 

A December fundraiser for 11th District 
Congresswoman Debbie Halvorson sponsored by 
members of the Advocacy Council made more than 
$1,800 for her re-election campaign.

Halvorson, a freshman Democrat who recently signed 
on as a sponsor of the Employment Non Discrimination 
Act (ENDA) appeared at the event and thanked the 
GLBT community for its support.

Halvorson’s district includes portions of Bloomington 
and Normal. She is running unopposed in the Feb. 
primary but will face stiff Republican opposition in the 
Nov. general election.

For more information about Halvorson’s campaign go 
to www.debbiehalvorson.com. 

THE BISTRO

Friends, Family,
Community, Fun & Love.

316 North Main
Bloomington, Illinois 61701

309/829-2278

M-TH: 8p.m.-1a.m.,
FRI: 4:30p.m.-2a.m.
SAT: 8p.m.-2a.m.

Support group available for people 
with HIV/AIDS

The McLean County Health Department is sponsoring 
a support group for persons living with AIDS.

The group meets from noon to 2 p.m. on the last 
Wednesday of each month in Room 322 of the McLean 
County Health Department, 200 W. Front St. in 
downtown Bloomington.

For more information contact Erin at 309-888-5478.

Peoria church sponsors Feb. 20 
“Gender Orientation 101” seminar

The Interweave Chapter of the Unitarian Universalist 
Church of Peoria will sponsor a “Gender Orientation 
101” seminar at 3:30 p.m. on Saturday, Feb. 20 at the 
church, 3000 W. Richwoods Blvd. in Peoria.

The featured speaker will be gender rights advocate 
Tylana Marie Coop, a graduate student at WIU and a 
graduate of Ft. Hays State University. Ms. Coop has 
been a guest speaker on the issues and topics related 
to gender orientation, gender rights, gender identity, and 
transsexuality at various community events and numerous 
universities, including Southern Methodist University, the 
University of North Texas, and the University of Texas 
at Arlington. She has also appeared as a guest on 

several radio, documentary, and television productions. 
Ms. Coop’s social and political commentaries have also 
appeared in many local and national publications.

The seminar will be divided into an afternoon 
educational seminar from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m. followed by 
an evening social at 5:30 p.m. featuring food and music 
and a screening of the film TransAmerica.

For more information about the seminar contact Intern 
Minister Jim Parrish at intern@peoriauuchurch.org or 
309-688-5608. 

Admission to the seminar is free.

Transgender group meets 

Are you Transgender in Bloomington/Normal? There 
is a new group that meets monthly just for you!

The group meets the second Saturday of each month. 
The Feb. 13 meeting will include an officer from the 
Bloomington Police Department to lead a discussion 
about the law and being out.

For more information contact Dana at tginbnil@hotmail.
com or 217-251-3115.

Political endorsements
For a complete list of endorsements from these media 

and political organizations please visit their web sites:

Equality Illinois: 
www.equalityillinois.org

Stonewall Democrats:  
www.supportsdi.org 

Windy City Times:  
www.windycitymediagroup.com/pdf/WCT_
STATE20100120.pdf

Out and About Illinois:  
www.outandaboutillinois.com

Human Rights Campaign: 
www.hrc.org

McLean County AIDS Task Force 
loses state funding

45,000 dollars. That’s the amount of grant 
funding lost by MCATF (www.mcatf.org) in statewide 
cuts aimed at HIV/AIDS organizations. 

This money, from a state HIV/AIDS prevention 
grant, was used to cover 100% of operating costs by 
MCATF as well as prevention resources. 

Before the cut this grant was used to pay for rent, 
utilities, outreach programs and safety supplies, 
including condoms. 

At a recent MCATF Board of Directors meeting it 
was revealed by David Remesch, the then treasurer 
and now board chairperson, that MCATF had 
enough funds to stay open for another 5 months.  

If new funds, grant or otherwise, are not found 
before June MCATF could close its doors to the 
approximately 40-50 clients that use its services as 
well as the many support groups it houses. 

For 17 years MCATF has been a driving force 
in the community, as a resource for those already 
HIV positive as well as helping to prevent further 
transmission. 

MCATF has recently begun HIV testing as part 
of the prevention program but due to these extreme 
budget cuts, it has been forced to abandon that 
service.  

Although there is a possibility for a renewal of 
the grant after 6 months, the likelihood is extremely 
slim.

Gov. Quinn’s budget which passed on July 15, 
2009 already warned of budget cuts to HIV/AIDS 
groups, eliminating 50% of funds. 

MCATF will continue to provide risk reduction 
counseling, comprehensive risk counseling and 
condom and condom use demonstrations. In addition 
MCATF will still be available for public speaking 
engagements. All groups will continue to meet at 
their regular times unless noted by their coordinators 
and new groups will be added when a need 
presents itself.

MCATF needs your help in fundraising, donations 
and even grant research. E-mail rrr@mcatf.org for 
further details.

Article originally published in Red Ribbon Review
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