Calendar continued ...

Saturday, Feb. 16

7 p.m.

Bloomington/Normal Dining OUT
Group

Famous Dave'’s

1603 Morrisey Drive, Bloomington

Tuesday, Feb. 19

Card/Board Game Night

Central lllinois Bi Women

(see article for more information)

Friday, Feb. 29

February Birthdays Dinner
Central lllinois Bi Women

(see article for more information)

Bloomington photographer
sets February showing

McLean County Dems’Roosevelt Dinner

The McLean Democratic Party will host the Annual Roosevelt Dinner on February
9th. The event will begin at 4:00pm with a social hour and dinner at 5:00pm.

The event will be at the Bone Student Center at Illinois State University in the Old
Main Room.

The guest speaker will be Greg Roosevelt who is a descendant of FDR and is
committed to keeping the history alive. He will be a very informative and enjoyable
speaker.

Tikckets are $50. If you would like tickets please contact Betty Kinser at
bknormaldem@yahoo.com or Mike Matejka at matejka53@aol.com. m

Ron Frazier, a founding member of the
Advocacy Council for Human Rights, and
Mike McNeil (a well-known local painter)
will be having a photography and painting
show Feb. 2 and 3 at Timothy Kent
Gallery, 236 E. Front Street in downtown
Bloomington.

An opening reception scheduled for
Saturday, February 2, whenthe show
will be open from 3 to 8 p.m. The show
continues from 1 to 5 p.m. on Sunday,
February 3.

At least 100 pieces in the show will
be featured for $100 or less. For further
information call (309) 827-7472. m

Central lllinois Bi Women
plan February events

A cookie party, game night and
birthdays dinner are slated for February,
all sponsored by the Central Illinois Bi
‘Women’s group.

A cookie party will be Feb. 10 in
Peoria, followed by a board/card game
night on Feb. 19 in Bloomington. The
group ends the month with a February

birthdays dinner on Feb. 29.
For more information contact Kristi at
Kristi@centralillinoisbiwomen.com. =

Experience

THE BisTRO

Jriends; family, community, fun & love.

316 North Main
Bloomington, lllinois 61701

M-TH: 8 p.m.- 1 a.m.,F-SAT: 8 p.m.- 2 a.m.
309/829-2278
www.thebistro.us

www.myspace.com/bloomingtonbistro

RAINBOW
CONNECTION

February 2008

The Rainbow Connection is published by the
Michael Pullin; Donna O’Crowly; Margot Advocacy Council for Human Rights (ACHR). Corre-
Mendoza; Peggy Burton; Dave Bentlin; spondence can be sent to P.O. Box 5048, Blooming-
Gary Gletty ton, IL 61702-5048, or e-mail: info@achr-il.com

The Advocacy Council for Human Rights

ACHR Board of Directors

Groups slate Feb. 13 film, discussion of
marriage equality

The Advocacy Council for Human Rights and Equal Marriage Illinois/Bloomington-
Normal are sponsoring a showing of the documentary film Tying the Knot at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Feb. 13 in Room 2401 of the Community Commons Building at Heartland
Community College.

‘When a bank robber’s bullet ends the life of police officer Lois Marrero, her wife
of thirteen years, Mickie, is honored as her surviving spouse but denied all pension
benefits. When Sam, an Oklahoma rancher, loses his beloved husband of 22 years,
long-estranged cousins of his late spouse try to lay claim to everything Sam has. As
Mickie and Sam’s lives are put on trial, they are forced to confront the tragic reality
that in the eyes of the law their marriages mean nothing. From an historical trip to the
Middle Ages to gay hippies storming the Manhattan marriage bureau in 1971, Tying the
Knot digs deeply into the past and present to uncover the meaning of civil marriage in
America today.

Following the film Allie Carter, Director and Downstate Field Coordinator of Equal
Marriage Illinois, will update the audience on current legislation, litigation and other
developments in the area of marriage equality.

The film showing and discussion are free and open to the public. m

“Laughing Wild"” comes to Bloomington’s
Black Box Theatre Feb.21-23

Christopher Durang’s “Laughing Wild,” a play about the efforts of two people to
make sense out of their daily lives in 1987 urban America, will be performed at 8pm on
February 21-23 at the Black Box Theatre, 403 S. Main, in downtown Bloomington.

Nathan Bottorff and Terri Ryburn portray two New Yorkers who struggle with the
perils and frustrations of everyday life in the Raegan era-from the trivial, like trying to
buy a can of tuna fish, to the catastrophic, like the church’s view on homosexuality and
the threat of AIDS. The play involves adult themes and language and is not suitable for
children. It is directed by Jason Vales, with Tracy Garrett serving as assistant director.
Bottorff also serves as co-producer of the production.

Doors open at 7:45pm. All seats are $10 and reservations are available by calling
(309) 750-1348. Due to limited seating (The theatre only seats 34 people), advanced
reservations are recommended. m

Don’t know where congressional candidates
stand on our issues? Find out on page 3!

Calendar

Recurring Events

Every Wednesday

ISU PRIDE Meeting

7 p.m.

Student Services Rm.375

Every Thursday

IWU Pride Alliance Meeting
9 p.m.

Basement, Evelyn Chapel
lllinois Wesleyan University

Every Friday

Open Door Youth Center

7:30 - 10:30 p.m.

Connections Community Center
www.opendooryouthcenter.org

Every Saturday

MenN2Men Group

7:30 - 10:30 p.m.

Connections Community Center
www.mcatf.org/menn2men.htm

One-Time Events

Sunday, Feb. 10

Cookie Party

Central lllinois Bi Women

(see article for more information)

Monday, Feb. 11

5p.m.

Central lllinois Safe Schools
Alliance Meeting

Connections Community Center

Tuesday, Feb. 12

5p.m.

Advocacy Council for Human
Rights Meeting

Connections Community Center

Wednesday, Feb. 13

7 p.m.

Tying the Knot Documentary Film
and Discussion

Room 2401

Community Commons Building
Heartland Community College

...continued on back page



Congressional candidate scorecard on LGBT issues
Middle Aged Gay Guy 18

“Twenty-Five Years!”

‘We encourage you to use this scorecard as a guide in helping you to make your decision when you vote on Tuesday, Feb. 5.

1. Immigration: Do you support or oppose lifting the ban on HIV-positive immigrants and travelers from entering the United

Tom O. McCulley States?
2. Hate Crimes: Do you support or oppose legislation that would require that crimes based on gender, sexual orientation, and
Recently my husband Ron and I appeared on a panel together for Heartland Community College’s Diversity Day. disability be prosecuted as federal hate crimes?
Basically this was one of those “how do you keep the romance alive” panels for couples together for long periods. At twenty- 3. Civil Unions: Do you support or oppose legislation that would establish civil unions for same-sex couples, but not full marriage
five years, we were the “youngest” couple on the panel. It almost goes without saying, but we were also the only gay couple. equality?
As with all our public speaking engagements, I learned a lot by listening to what the other couples had to day. In essence, 4. Marriage Equality: Do you support or oppose legislation that would provide the same legal rights for same-sex couples to marry
we all agreed on a few basic principles for longevity in a “marital” relationship. that exist for opposite sex couples?
1). Couples must have a good sense of humor. More than anything else every couple on the panel agreed that this single 5. Marriage Equality: Do you support or oppose a constitutional amendment that would define marriage as a union between a
ingredient keeps couples going as the years add up. You must learn to laugh at yourselves, at each other, at tragedy, at the man and woman?
changing world and at your changing bodies, or you might as well hang it up. 6. Gays in the Military: Do you support or oppose legislation that would end the military’s “don’t ask, don’t tell” policy?
2). Couples have to keep working at the relationship, even when things get comfortable. Readers can chalk this up to 7. Employment: Do you support or oppose the Employment Non Discrimination Act, the bill that would add sexual orientation to
“keep the communication lines open” if they want too, but there is more here. Choosing to pick up her/his dirty socks federal anti-discrimination laws?
just one more time, taking a risk when things get boring (and they do from time to time, trust me), trying something new
together just to see how the new thing changes your relationship, and so many other items can fall into the “work” category. 11th Congressional District (includes LaSalle, Grundy and Kankakee Counties, as well as parts of Will, McLean, Livingston,
Long-term relationships don’t just “happen,” regardless of what some die-hard romantics might spout. Woodford and Bureau Counties)
3). Couples need to keep the “love life” kindled, especially as that life evolves. Every couple on this panel, and every
long-term couple I have ever met, keeps some sort of physical relationship going. First, see #2 above to understand how _ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
this might happen. Next, know that “passion” will go through a number of permutations as the couple and the individuals q'éthhZ eB:E!(rj]’e(rg;ann, ®)
in that couple age. I turned fifty this year, Ron will be forty-eight in May, our relationship turns twenty-five in February. Jimmy Lee, (R) S S
Our bodies, our drives, and our ability to “keep it going” have all changed. What has not changed is that we remember, as %iggrs\gl'?:cl‘éf’(ré?n () S S 0 5 5 S
often as possible, that touch, in all its forms, is an essential
ingredient in our lives—and if the touch turns passionate, 15th Congressional District (includes parts of Livingston and McLean counties; counties of Cumberland, Clark, Crawford, Edgar,
! well—BONUS! Coles, Moultrie, Piatt, Douglas, Champaign, Vermilion, DeWitt, Iroquois, and Ford; and parts of Gallatin, White, Saline, Edwards,
2-f0 r- 1 S pe Cl a | for AC H R 4). Couples can survive the hard times, if they so ‘Wabash, Lawrence, and Macon counties)
. choose. Look, if two people fall out of love then there
M e m be rS & F rI e n d S ! is nothing that can save a relationship, regardless of its o o] g % 8 ASl 8 g g
K 1ongev1ty. But short of falhng out of love, there are times Tir?woeth\c; Johnson.([R) o) <
in any long term love-life when things get rocky. Hard
Bring in this ad and $12 times can come from ignoring #1-3 above, but also from 18th Congressional District (includes Peoria, Tazewell, Woodford, Adams, Brown, Bureau, Cass, Knox, Logan, Macon, Marshall,
(Regular Price for one Adult unknowns like illness, extended-family complications, Mason, Menard, Morgan, Pike, Putnam, Sangamon, Schuyler, Scott, and Stark counties).
ticket) to exchange for TWO nouht job stresses, and just plain exhaustion. If a couple wakes
Adult tickets af the box up one day and finds the relationship on an uneven keel, _ 1 2 3 4 5 6 7
office before the play. by John Patrick Shanley and the couple is still in love, then there is a history ::)Tn,ww I\C/I(c:)crjrrilgl(JI%hey - 8 g 8
Please make reservations there that says things will improve with work. Ron and Aaron Schock, (R] 6] S o]
for TWO and mention this Directed by Jared Brown I had a strange year last year that set us “off balance” for X . . . . . . .
ACHR special offer. Featuring: Carol Scott, Rhys Lovel, awhile. We are just now recovering. But we know we will Informatlon compllled from: Ad\f.ocacy Council for Human Rights Candidate Survey; AIDS Foundation of Chicago Candidate Survey;
Melissa Shrader & Claron Sharrieff recover; we know this because we have weathered tough Illinois Family Institute Voter Guide
times in the past and survived. There will be hard times
D February 21, 22, 23, 24, 28, 29 & ahead, we don’t Want.them, but they’ll come just the
HEARTLAND March 1. 6. 7. 8. 9 - 2008 same—and we’ll survive those too. ) ; ) Gretchen Shelly
THEATRE Ut The above points are not offered as a “magic bullet” ramifications Fhat RADENCATTIES have not been Owner
COMPANY : . for any reader’s relationship. Ron and I are not marriage the glue of thls' relationship. Perha}ps that 309-661-1726
2005 Pulitzer Prize for Drama counselors (although we did see one once for a little has been good in a way—perhaps it has been
ALL NEW 4 Tony Awards, including Best while, see #4 above). We are not a perfect couple. We are hard—}ll)ut that is another clolumn. N Pl e ‘
Play, Best Direction two adults that happen to like each other a lot, who love So, here’s to LGBT couples everywhere, S : v - d S
THEATRE SPACE New Yo f}r Drama Critics' Circle each other deeply, and who can still “turn each other on” regardless of what stage you are at. There is a v mer -y ma' i s® -
IN SAME LOCATION long after those early passion-filled days. lot in the world working to keep us apart, but T . ) '
Lincoln & Beech St Award for Best Play - 3 o v . g g § :
One Normal Plaza We are just two “old folk” who have survived. love is love, in whateyer ,fo.rm it takes, and ! 6_306 E. Empire St.
Community Activity Center [Adult Situations] By the way, there was one huge difference between love, to use the old cliché, is what makes the Bloomington, IL 6 1704
Normal IL me and Ron and the other couples on that panel, Ron world go around. 309-661-1729
: and I cannot be legally married. Meaning, to me, that Until next time, I'll keep counting the gray mmofbn@aol.com
gggg;:fg&ggg More about th;_:_?lay' M?ps’ Tickets what has kept us together is the choice to stay together, a hairs. = ASWZ'CGMASBTER.
and Times at choice not backed up by the legalities of marriage. Don’t -

309 452 8709 get me wrong, Ron and I want to be married. The point
or email boxoffice@ www.heartlandtheatre.org I am making is that a piece of paper and all the legal
heartlandtheatre.org




