Fred Phelps:
A real treat

Gene Naden

“Got Hates Fags.” That is the name
of a real website and there is a real
organization behind it. And these people
are causing suffering in at least two
ways. First, they frighten and shame
any children or adolescents who realize
that they are sexually different from the
majority. For some, the life ahead appears

to be impossible. That was my experience.

Second, they encourage discrimination
and even violence and sexual assault
against lesbian, bisexual, gay and
transgender persons.

Mr. Phelps’ organization is backed by
significant money and staff. They have
announced their plans for demonstrations
in the coming weeks. Here are their plans
at the time of writing:

January 13 Baltimore
January 13 Kansas City, MO
February 15  Kansas City, MO
April 16 Washington, DC
April 18 New York City

An eyewitness has reported to me
that they once picketed churches in
Bloomington. Notice that they plan to
demonstrate simultaneously in Baltimore
and Kansas City. Phelps is not acting
alone. If he managed to think clearly he
could do even more damage.

Let’s suppose for the sake of argument
that about one person in a thousand
actually hates us. That is roughly 300,000
people in the US. Do you think that many
people could not do harm if they were
organized? Do you think that a single
website cannot reach 300,000 sick people?

We need to have political power. We
need to demonstrate. This will require
money and a commitment of time. This
will require cooperation amongst the
many different LGBT groups in the
area and a degree of trust between us.
Demonstrations serve several purposes.
First, we stand up for ourselves and show
that we want justice. Second, we build
unity and an awareness of a common
cause. Third, we show that there are
many of us. m

National Freedom to
Marry Week

The Advocacy Council for Human
Rights and Equal Marriage Illinois are
working together to plan a roster of
activities to commemorate National
Freedom to Marry Week Feb. 10-16,
2008.

The week is the brainchild of the
National Freedom to Marry Project.
Freedom to Marry is the gay and non-
gay partnership working to win marriage
equality nationwide. Headed by Evan
Wolfson, one of America’s leading
civil rights advocates and lawyers,
Freedom to Marry brings new resources
and a renewed context of urgency
and opportunity to this social justice
movement.

A full description of local activities
will be listed in the February issue of
The Rainbow Connection. For more
information about Freedom to Marry go
to www.freedomtomarry.org. =

Experience

THE BisTRO

riends, family, community, fun & love

316 North Main
Bloomington, Illinois 61701
309/829-2278
www.thebistro.us
www.myspace.com/bloomingtonbistro

M-TH: 8 p.m.- 1 a.m., F-SAT: 8 p.m.- 2 a.m.

RAINBOW
CONNECTION

The Advocacy Council for Human Rights

ACHR Board of Directors

Michael Pullin; Donna O’Crowly; Margot
Mendoza; Peggy Burton; Dave Bentlin;
Gary Gletty

Empower yourself

The Feb. 5 Illinois primary is fast
approaching and the field of candidates,
while somewhat smaller after the Iowa
caucuses, still offers a variety of choices
for the 1gbtq community.

Several of our national Igbtq
organizations have compiled information
on each of the presidential candidates and
their views on issues that are of relevance
to our community. We encourage you to
use the following web sites as resources
to help you make an informed decision
about who gets your vote on Feb. 5.

Human Rights Campaign

www.hrc.org

This web site includes results of a survey
of the 2008 Democratic presidential
candidates.

Gay Men’s Health Crisis
http://www.gmhc.org/policy/federa
pres_report.pdf

This link is a scorecard outlining the
candidates’ stands on a variety of lgbtq
and HIV/AIDS-related issues.

Log Cabin Republicans
www.logcabin.org

This web site includes information on the
2008 Republican presidential candidates
and their stands on several 1gbtq issues. m

Love Notes

Remember the anniversary love note
from Donna to Peggy in the December
issue of The Rainbow Connection? Show
your love during Freedom to Marry Week
(February 10-16, 2008) and for Valentine’s
Day by putting a Love Note to your

January 2008

The Rainbow Connection is published by the
Advocacy Council for Human Rights (ACHR). Corre-
spondence can be sent to P.O. Box 5048, Blooming-
ton, IL 61702-5048, or e-mail: info@achr-il.com

special someone in the February issue of
The Rainbow Connection newsletter. The
notes will be business card sized and cost
$25.00. Send your expression of love in
the body of an e-mail, as an attached .pdf
file, or an attached Microsoft Word file,
along with your name, mailing address,
and phone number (in case we have

questions) to info@achr-il.com by Friday,
January 25, 2008 (bill to follow). m

Chicago Gay Men’s
Chorus in Bloomington

Set aside Saturday evening, April 26
on your calendars and join us for a very
special concert featuring the Chicago
Gay Men’s Chorus at Illinois Wesleyan
University’s Westbrook Auditorium!

Many of you remember when the
men’s chorus was last in Bloomington in
2005. The men put on a great show and
entertained more than 300 people. Now,
almost three years later, we all are ready
for a return engagement!

Details still are being finalized, but
look for more information in the February
issue of The Rainbow Connection. In the
meantime, save the date and join us for a
fun evening on April 26!

Note: The Advocacy Council is
working to line up Amasong, the premier
lesbian/feminist chorus from Champaign/
Urbana, to also perform at the concert.
Look for more details next month. m

Calendar
Recurring Events

Every Friday

Open Door Youth Center

7:30 - 10:30 p.m.

Connections Community Center
www.opendooryouthcenter.org

Every Saturday

MenN2Men Group

7:30 - 10:30 p.m.

Connections Community Center
www.mcatf.org/menn2men.htm

One-Time Events

Monday, Jan. 14

5p.m.

Central lllinois Safe Schools
Alliance Meeting

Connections Community Center

Wednesday, Jan. 23

7 p.m.

ISU PRIDE Meeting

Student Services Building rm 375

Wednesday, Jan. 30

7 p.m.

ISU PRIDE Meeting

Student Services Building rm 375

Dine with Central
lllinois bi-women

The Central Illinois Bi Women’s
Group will get together at 7 p.m.
on Friday, Jan. 25 for dinner and
to celebrate January birthdays. The
location has yet to be determined,
but more information is available by
contacting Kristi at kristi@centralilli
noisbiwomen.com.

Dining OUT in January

The Bloomington/Normal Dining
OUT group has chosen the Olive
Garden as the location for its Jan. 19
event. The group will meet at 7 p.m.

BN Dining OUT is an informal
group for glbt people and their allies
that meets the third Saturday of
each month. For more information
go to http://groups.yahoo.com/

group/BNDiningOUT/.
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